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CHAPTER VI

B - where nothing s
& seemed as well to loso a hypothetieal

Mirndoxientiv, he hadn't the least In-
tention of attempting to decelve any-
body as to his permanent address In
Paris. where Michael Lanyard, eon-
noisseur of fine paintings, was a figure
too consplenons to permit of his mak
g # secret of his residence.

. Morbihan, moreover, through recogniz-

fng him at Troyon's, had renderad it
impossible for Lanyard o auopt 0 nom

§ | de guerre (here, even had he thought
| such cou

+ advisahle.
But Lo "ad eortain matters to atlend
to bt dawn, affairs demanding
priviacy: cnd while by no means sure

he was (ollowed. one can seldom
sure of nuvthing, cspecially in Paris,
imposstble; and 0t

spy first as last. And his mind wounld
not be at euse with respect to Roddy,

thanks to De Morbihan's posconade |

in the hearing of the detective, and

! mlso to that hint which the count had

The Pack Gives Tongue.
lLanyard’s first destination was that
conveniont little ground-floor apart-
ment near the Trocadero, at the junce-
tion of the Hue Roget and the Avenue
do 'Alma; but his way thither was so

hour was required for what might
have been less than a twenty-minute
taxicab course direct from Troyon's.
It was past one when he arrived,
afoot, at the corner.

Not that he grudged the time, for
in Lanyard’s esteem Bourke's epigram
had come (o have the waeight and
force of an axiom: *The more trouble
you make for yourself, the less the

dear public will makg JoF JQU."
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dropped concerning a fatal blunder in
the course of Lanyard's Dritish cam
paign.

He fitted key to lateh and quietly let |

himself into his flat by o private en
trance from the streel, the possession
of which, in addition to the usurl
door opening on the court and under
the eve of the concierge, distinguished
this from the ordinary Parisian apart-
ment and rendered it doubly suited to
the adventurer's uses,

Then he turned on the lights and
moved quickly from room to room of
the three comprising his  quarters,
wtth comprehensive glances reviewing
their condition.

But, Indeed. he hadn’t left the re

- .="'T,.“T". 1 . -"I"lr‘ | 4

"

coption hall for the enlon without fosl

| ing assured that things were in no
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! |
ilghte that buyd 0 Feil Mooy avery | =
. hour of the night, Impatiently

Afoot. and In complete dorkness, he

spect as they ought (o beoo WU 14 g0 pig ascent of five flights of wind.

had left on (he hallrack had boen

| Ing ntoirs, psusing at length beforn

"R, § P i "
moved to fmmhr'r .11"& 1: 1' "“.:.h“r 1 the door of an apartment on the sixth
beon ahifted alx I1|.l“:flf: .“|m "n1 floor. A fash from & xetlamp lo-
dalned position. and the door o onted the keyhole, the key turned

clothes elosot, which he hind jockad on
leaving, now stood an inch ajur

The siate of the salom, which he

| had fernlvhed as a loungo and study

and of the thny dinlng room and (he

aslde from iotrinsie wortlh, renderod
them pricelezs. A hurzlnr of diserimi
natlon conld have earried away In one
roat packet food enough to foot the
bill for twelve of proflignte
Hving. ot nothing hod beon removed
—mothing, at lenst, tho! was anparéent
In the firer tour af Inspection; which,
| If sweoping, was (n o way superficial
| Mo e from object to o
ioet, checking off tems and noting
thefr condition «ith the gole re=ult of
Justirying his first impression—where-
as nothing had escaped handling, noth-
ing had been r moved.

As a Inat test e opened his desk—
of which the lock proved to have been
deftly picked—drew up a chalr. and
went through its plgeonholes. His
scanty  correspondence, composed
chiefly of letters exchanged with art
doalors had beeon serutinized and re-
placed  carelossly, digorder—and
fére agoin he miszed pothing: but In
the end, removing 0 small drawer and
Inserting a hand in the recess, he
found and pressed a spring which re-
leased a rack of pigeonholes and ex-
posed the seeret cabinet which forms
n inevitable attribute of such pleces
of perfod furniture

A shallow box. this secret space con-
tained one thirg ouly, but that one of
sonsiderabie valae, beine tie eather
bill-fold in wineh th iventurer kopl
a sfore of rewly moncy aguinst cmer-

ot lvs

m

gencies.
| It was mostly for (his, indecd. that
the had come to hi= apartent: his
;l.ﬂlllll-ll compien javing lomanded
an expemditure for beyvond e calenls-
ytions, so that he hnd ‘anded 1o Paris
with less than o2 windred frones in
pocier. Al pvarm, tor all b nride
of spirit Pyl imuntineg
fear. that of (fdnding If strapped
In thm 1ress

Thoe fold ylelded up t=2 hoarl to n
sou-—Lanvard vl aml eounted
over Hve notes . housand franes
Land ton of twenty pounds—the m
THpTs atinee poies ool dollne

LT noihibig had been tnkon away
somehing hnd beont added —the bhack
of one of the Bank of Engiland nptes
Bad bheen veed e o blank for & mem

orandum
¢ Lanyard gpread it out and studied it

{ Attentively
|

The handwriting had neey  traced
with no discernible at nt nt dis
gulse, but nquite stron; a him
| The pen employed had beeuw one of
those nesdle-palpted nibs =0 penalpr
in rano the hand wis that «
edueated Fronolhiman Fhe substnt
of the memorandum translated as foi
lows.

To the Lone Woll The Pack sonds

reelings i oxtends its invitation to
participate in the vencits of s fra
ternity, g awalt imy o ud nt
"AWbaye Theleme

A dewe was added, the aato of it
| sme (1o

Deliberately, when he hnd connmd
this communimation nvard produecd
| hig clgaretie case, twisted the note of
twenty pounds fnto a rude spill, set it

| nlire, Tlehted his clgorette therefrom
and, rising, canveyed e hrning pa

per 10w cold and empty freplace,
| where ho permitted It to burn to a

erigp. black nsh
When this was Jone his smile broke
theough Lis clouding scow!
“Well, my friemd!” informed the
atthor of that decumient which now
eotuld never prove incrimineting —“at
all events, 1 have you to thank for a
new sensation. 1t hins Lo MY IRY
ambition (o feel wrrranted in Hahting
a clgarviie with et vipoumi] note,
| If the whim ever pejzol me!™
His awile taded slowly; the frown
replnced it —somoething more valunhble
to hitm than a hundred dollare had
el pone ap In smoke
| CHAFPTER VIL
Susp. .
I His oot uneo o'l thue lahavrl
'mtsl\- copsirin I roand
| ehlonne which L ]
e fmpregnahbl 1] U0
Tone Woll nud the worll today torn
asunder, Lonyard w, time Ithe
| In profitless lumeni i or any other
' mort of repining
Dalaying only | ‘ gl 10 Tevis
plans, ke put out e lehts and el by
the courtyard door; for it was jusi

posgible that those whose sardonie
whim It had beenr to name themseives
“the Pack™ might have stationed
agents in the strewt o follow thels

disgsocial brother in erime.  Aud sow
more than over, Lanyard was firmiy
bent on going his own way unwatchel

His courso first led him stealthily
past the door of the porter and across
tha court to the public hallway in the
main body of the bullding. Happily

there wore no lights (0 batray him had
anyone ‘boen awake o notlee, PFor,
t to Parisian notions of sconamy,
- 'Ill-llu muu:'%:

hedchamber adjoining. boro out thos

testimoniles to (ho fact that alien
wands had thoronehly mowieked the
apartient, legving no squore ined un
rerutinized

Yol hie minsed noth i
A privak Hery o

peintine and  anthau furnhiute 19
poigon with oney the mind of any ool
tector and howood into the bareain o
smaHl musoum of mre books, manu
seripts, and mi irticles of oxgnls
e worltmanship whoss (ndividusiity

P
i a

. without a sound; the door swung on
sllent hinges,
. Once ioside, the adventurer moved
more freely, with less precaution
| mgainst noise, He was on known
ground, and alone; the apartment,
though furnished, was untenanted, and
would so remain as long as Lanyard
continued to pay the rent from Lon-
don under an assumed name.

It was the convenlence of this ref.
uge and avenue of retreat, indeed, that
bod dictated his ehoice of this par-
toninr foor, for the slxth.atory fn
htd ond Invaluable feature— n window
, Opening on the roof of the adjoin'ng

bultdipg
| Twb minutes' examination sufficed
to convinee Lanyard that here ot least
' the Pack had not trespassed.

Five minutes later he picked the
common lock of a4 door opening from
the roof of dn apartment house on the
farthest corner of the block, found his
way downstairs. knocked on the door

| of the porter's lodge, chanted that ven- |

crable open sesame of Paris, “Cordon.

#1'l vous plait!"” and was made free of |

| the streol by a worthy concierge too
| sleapy to challenge the late-departing
Euest

| must assume tha
He walked three blocks, picked up a t

taxicob, and In ten minutes more was
et down at the Gare dea Invalides.
Passing through the station without
panse, he took to the streets afoot, fol-
| lowing the Doulevard 8t. Germain to
the Rue du Bae; a brief walk up this
time-worn thoroughfare brought him
to the ample, open and unguarded
porte-cochere of a roomy court walled
with heotling, anclent tenetents,
Assuring himself that the courtyard
waa desorted, Lanyard addressed him-
eolf to o door on the right; to his|
knock It swung promptly ajar with a
elick of its latch. At the same time
the adventurer produced from beneath
hiz cloak a small black velvet vizor

nnd  adjusted it
portion of his face. Then, entering a |
norrow and odorous corridor, whose
olscurily was only empha: red by a
! Jonely, guttering candle, he turned the
knob of the firgt door and walked into
# small, {ikfurnished room.

A sporebodied young man, who had
been sitting at a desk, reading by the
Heht of an oll lamp with a heavy green
sdinedy v and bowed courteously.

‘finod morning, monsieur.” he said

with ‘the cordianlity of one who greets
an acquaimance of old standing, "Be |
gented. he added, Indieatins an arm-
chalr beside the desk is some

| timn since ) have had the honor of a
cull from monsieur."

“That I8 s0." Lanyard wimitted, sit- | &

ting down,

The voung man followed suit, The
tamplight, striking ncross his faco be-
neath the greentsh penumbra of the
shade, discovered a countenanca of
Hebrale cast.

“Monsleur has something to show
e, ch?

“fiut naturally.”

Lunyard's reply just escaped a flavor
of cthriness—as who should say, “What |
did vou expect?* He was puzzled by |
something strange and new in the at-
titude of this young man, a trace of re- |
serve and constraint.

They had been meeting in this man-

for several years, conducting |
rot and lawless business ae- |

ih -

¢ording 10 a formula invented by |
Pourke and religlously observed by
Lunyard. A note or telegram of inno-

cont superficial intent, addressed to a
cortain member of a leading firm of
fewolers in Amsterdam, was the in-
vuriablo signal for meetings such as
this., which were always held in tho
some place, at an indeterminate houor |
after widnight, between this lutelli-
gpent, enltivated and wellmannered
young Jew and the thief in his mask.

In such wise did the Lone Wolf dis-

'Irws- of the bulk of his loot; other |
| chnunels were, of course, open to him
but none so safe; and with no other
| receiver of atolen goods could he hope
to make such fair and profituble deals.

Now, Inevitably, In the cowrse of
this 1o o sssociation, though each re
mained in ignorance of the other's
identity, these two had come to feel
that they knew each other lairly well
Not infrequently, when their business
had been transacted, Lanyard wouldi
linger an hour with the ugent, chatting
over clgarettes—both, perhaps, a lit
tle thrilled by the piquaney of the sit- |
uption, for the yowng Jew was the
only man who had ever wittingly met
the Lone Wolf face to face.

Why, then, this svddem awkward. |
ness and embarrassment on the part
of the agent ?

Lanyard’s eves narrowed with sus-
picion.

In silence he produced u jewel case |
of morocco leather and gave it to the
Jow, then settled back in bis chair, his
attitude one of lounging, bot his mind |
as uneasy with distrust o nis fingers
which, under cover of nis cloak, rested |
cloro to the pocket contalning his aw-
towatie,

Accopting the box with a little how
iho Jew pressod the catch and nneov
cred fts contents, Bul the riehness of
the troasure thus dbiclosed did not
»erm o surprise him,; and, indeed, he
Lud wore than once boen Introduced
with no more formality to plunder of

L preater value Fitting o Jevwolers mag |
uifving-glass to his eye, be pleked up
one after another of the pleces and ex
amined them under the lamplight
Prosently he replaced the last and
shut down the cover of box.

Hounduhtml
[ made as If to apeak, but

" the adventurer demanded

to mask the upper |

| uniquencss

-

“Thie, T take jt,” said the Jow al
sently, tapping the box, s 1}
of Mme. Omber’

“1 took It." Lanwvard retoried |
humorediy="not ta pu o
point ypon 1"

The Jew shrueged, and wit
of hin fingers gontly pushied
toward his vustomer

"This makos me vory unbi
admitted; "hut | bnve no eh
matter, monaiour. As the ag
prineipaln, 1 am instruciod ¢
you an offer for these valyn!

Yy 0

Again the slrmg accompa

deprocatory grimace T1
Reult to say. No explan
made me. My Instrectloy

iy to keop this appointmont
bt to adviso you thab v v

possible for my prinel;
their relntions you
your nffairs remained in !
statusa.”
“Thelr present stutues? |
peated. “What does tho!
“I cannot w¥ay, mor
repeat that which s
After a momen |
the hox and ropla
"“Very well”
principals, of o
this action on
ends our relatlon atl
Interrupts them at thelr vt
“t am desolated, mos
1l

with

ered everyihing, You undd
8 n matter In which I am wi
out discretion, T trust™

“Oh, quite!" Lonyard ass
leasly. He hold out his hand
by, my friend.”

Tha Jew shook hand

“Gooldl night, monsiour-
best of Juck!"

There was 4 Significa
| words that L

analyze, Tex
more than he dat

venturer told himaed
ly surmlze mast of
other had felt const
spoken.

Pressure from sonu
been hrought to Hear
nently respectabin dry
chanta in Amsterdam
to discontinug thelr ¢l

tions with the Lone W
though thesa must hnwy

Anger bharned In him
than ciiagrin, It could ha
wign with y whon 80 lor
go his way
dran
a few
orought
in and u
eret opposition and |

He po h o 1 1o
and th {at t
could b
added fi o L

id I'Abl

ting himself within 1
he surrepdered to th
flections

Nothing of his moml
apparent (n hls mar
He boroe . Mt
souciang yugh the

festal  ins 1
boast and, incilentally
s thal It may
doars bofore mildulsh
before down

He had maoved o

ity since
Rogot that
o' 1 o ad sn
by expocied 1o I
gee In this, (e
place In Parle

A loss ophis

might hitve e i
diality of his recopth
the maitre d'hote
“Alh, M. Lonyar'! Tt
fince we have hoen so
ever, | have kept youe
*Have you. indeed ™
“Could it be stherwi
of your hoporyd order ™
“No,” said Launyard coally,
sume not, if you value your |
mind."
“Monsivur Is alg
accent of disapy
Temporarily
“But this way
In the wake of tho Tun
yard traverscd that £
where doubtful wu
suspiclon n comp with t
of automatic bacchanalior
rantes, 1o the main restaur
ner sanctum townrd which |
soul of the travel-bliten Ax
aspires so ardently
It was not a large rood
pentagopal im shape, lined o
seals behind o vipseset rank
better lighted than most Padl
taurants, that Is to say
ly; illbventilated: th
the middleo of the Hoor
handful oi haggard young prof 1)
dancors, their stunted baodics -
lesa costumaed tu brilllam !
ing it with all the vivacity to be ux

pecied of five in y i pow
head; the talles pec) e
Anglo-Suxan and Frene! PO

portion of five to one Yy &
company ol bored aml
ers; o string orohesire )
santly: a vicious bk :
uhiining with
he vamped and shouted I
th' Robult ¥ Lo

Lanyard pern { hi b
penned ina corme ) 4
the waiter (o bring bim oboin;
not because he wantod i, hot ! ‘
® was etlquotio—suppronsel o savn
lighted a clgurette, and roviewsd the
agmemblago with o lauguid b suvewd
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